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Baccalaureate
challenges kids

By Gwendolyn Crump
Bee Staff Writer

ina Vasantharam sets

the mood for her world

history class at Mira
Loma High School by popping
a Gustav Mahler compact disc
into a boom box.

Students are encouraged to
share classical selections with
each other to build an appreci-
ation of the music. Soas a
symphony fills the air, Vas-
antharam and her classmates
take their seats. No one is
absent, and no oneis tardy.

Their desks form a semicir-

cle, and their teacher sits
among them so their atiention
is not directed only toward

him but also toward the discus--

sion he will moderate on fas-
cism and Mussolini’s rise to
power. |

It's a typical day in the Sac-
ramento area’s only Interna-
tional Baccalaureate program

for high-school students.

While many California class-
rooms focus on preparing for
the state’s standardized
achievement test, this group
happily works toward a much
tougher and elite series of
exams taken by top students
around the world.

“I love it here,” Vas-
antharam, a 17-year-old se-
nior, said of her International
Baccalaureate classes. “I
think it really prepares us for
college — with the amount of
work, kind of work, discus-
sions and the work ethic. Peo-
ple are open to hearing new
ideas.”

Mira Loma, in the San Juan
Unified School District, has
offered International Bacca-
laureate since 1989. IB, head-
quartered in Switzerland,
puts students through some of
the most rigorous college pre-
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Senior Lara Pheatt bones up on her biology as part of Mira Loma High School’s rigorous
International Baccalaureate program, which the school has offered since 1989.
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Mira Loma history teacher Smokey Murphy encourages International Baccalaureate students to expand their intellectual horlzons. Murphy also coordinates the IB program.






